
 
 
Sportsground Management Information Evening - Presentation 
 
Sportsground Management Strategy 

�  Sportsground Management Strategy (SMS) was implemented on 5 December 
2006 

�  The strategy was designed for three key reasons: 
�  Ensure player safety (safe sportsground surfaces) 
�  Ensure sportsgrounds are playable all year round 
�  Focus Council’s sportsground maintenance 

�   WSC and GCC are constantly reviewing the strategy. A survey was 
undertaken in November 2007 to gain feedback on the effectiveness of the first 
winter season under the SMS strategy. 

�  Association feedback session was held in February 2008. 
 
 
Before and After Implementation of SMS 
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Survey Follow Up 

�  Consultation with Sporting Clubs and Associations through the survey 
highlighted the need to provide guidance on: 

�  Wet weather ground closures 
�  Sportsground Management Strategy trigger points 
�  Reducing wear and tear on sportsgrounds 

 
 
Wet Weather Closures 

�  Two main issues in relation to ground closures for wet weather should be 
considered: 

�  1) Player safety – injuries occurring due to slippery and unstable grass 
surface 

�  2) Irreparable damage to the sportsground – heavy use on wet ground 
could see the sportsground closed for maintenance 

 



 
Closure Guidance 

�  Key indicators to aid decisions on ground closure: 
�  Surface water 
�  Ground softness 
�  Rainfall 
�  Soil Profile and Drainage 
�  Grass Cover 
�  Amount and type of activity 
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Ground Softness 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
SMS Reduction trigger points 

�  Sporting groups reduction strategy and trigger points 
�  Determined in consultation with Associations 
�  Based on: 

�  Water restriction level 
�  Ground hardness – Clegg Hammer 
�  Stability 
�  Evenness 
�  Grass Cover  

 
 
 
 



 
Sporting Groups Strategy 

1. Cancellation out of season competitions 
2. Reduce pre season training 
3. No pre season training on sportsgrounds 
4. Relocation of training to open / passive areas, alternate training venues (indoor 

centres, school grounds, beaches etc) 
5. Reduction of training nights on grounds 
6. Relocation of training from deteriorating fields to fields that can cope or with 

alternate water sources 
7. Review duration of season to increase recovery time / renovation time 
8. Cancellation of training on fields most affected 
9. Closure of fields for Senior Competition once conditions have deteriorated (in 

consultation with Risk Manager) 
10. Closure of fields for Junior Competition once conditions have deteriorated (in 

consultation with Risk Manager) 
 
 
Reducing Wear and Tear 

�  Bookings can be made to use passive reserves or available sportsgrounds for 
training to move some of your teams off your sportsground for some/all training 
sessions. 

�  Look to factor in a mid season training break for 2 weeks, by organising 
alternative training venue or alternative training activities 

�  Reduce season duration 
 
 
Autumn / Winter Rainfall 

�  Average rainfall for Autumn is quite high – Easter always seems to be wet 
�  Autumn 2008 is predicted to be wet, with above average rainfall 
�  Some forecasts predict above average rain all winter 
�  Early season damage to your sportsground could take months to rectify 

 
 
 


